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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-11,14-24 and 27-31 is/are rejected. 

7) |EI Claim(s) 12,13.25 and 26 is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 17 February 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claims 1 and 17, the recitation "optionally, an FM receiver" renders the 
claims indefinite because it is not clear whether or not an FM receiver is being claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 14, 17-18, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Enners (US 2003/0114133, cited by examiner). 

As to claims 1 , 17, Enners discloses an audio player assembly (see figure 1) 
comprising an MP3 player 10 (see paragraph [0021]); and an audio player unit 20 
comprising at least one speaker (see paragraphs [0014], [0024]), wherein said audio 
player unit is operatively connected with the MP3 player for receiving an audio signal 
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produced by the MP3 player and for outputting said audio signal through the at least 
one speaker thereof (see paragraphs [0014], [0024], [0029]). In this case, since the FM 
receiver is optionally claimed it is not given any patentable weight. 

As to claims 2-3, 14, 18, 27, see the docking unit in figure 1 (see also paragraph 
[0022]). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4-5, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Enners in view of Shealtiel (US 2002/0106993, cited by examiner). 

As to claims 4-5, 19-20, Enners fails to disclose that the docking unit comprises 
at least one indicator light indicative of the operational state of the unit as claimed. 
Shealtiel discloses a docking unit 312 (see figures 6-7) comprising at least one indicator 
light indicative of the operational state of the unit (see paragraph [0076]). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the above teaching of Shealtiel to Enners, in order to allow the user to visualize 
the operational state of the unit (as suggested by Shealtiel at paragraph [0076]). 

7. Claims 6, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Enners in view of Shealtiel as applied to claims 4 and 1 9 above, and further in view of 
Dimenstein (US 2002/0086703, cited by examiner). 
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As to claims 6, 21, the combination of Enners and Shealtiel fails to disclose that 
the indicator light indicates the charging status of a battery in the MP3 player docked in 
the docking cavity of the docking unit as claimed. Dimenstein discloses an indicator 
light 118 indicating the charging status of a battery in a communication device 109 
docked in the docking cavity of a docking unit 100 (see paragraph [0035]). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the above teaching of Dimenstein to the combination of Enners and Shealtiel, in 
order to allow the user to visualize the charging state of the battery (as suggested by 
Dimenstein at paragraph [0035]). 

8. Claims 7-8, 16, 28-29, 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Enners in view of McGowan (US 2003/0036357, cited by examiner). 

As to claims 7, 28, Enners fails to disclose that the vehicle receiver including a 
FM receiver as claimed. McGowan discloses a vehicle receiver including a FM receiver 
for receiving radio frequency signals transmitted from a MP3 player (see paragraphs 
[0016], [0017], [0023], [0028] and [0029]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the above teaching of 
McGowan to Enners, in order to offer an inexpensive, straightforward solution to 
reproducing audio signals (as suggested by McGowan at paragraph [0018]). 

As to claims 8, 29, the combination of Enners and McGowan discloses the 
claimed limitations (see McGowan, paragraphs [0016], [0017], [0023], [0028] and 
[0029]). 
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As to claims 16, 31, the combination of Enners and McGowan as set forth in 
claim 7 above is herein incorporated. In addition, McGowan further discloses a 
boombox (see paragraph [0017]). 

9. Claims 9-1 0, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Enners in view of Dimenstein (US 2002/0086703, cited by examiner). 

As to claims 9, 22, Enners fails to disclose that the docking unit further comprises 
power/charging circuitry and coupling means in the docking cavity for connecting the 
MP3 player with power/charging circuitry as claimed. Dimenstein discloses that a 
docking unit 100 comprising power/charging circuitry and coupling means in the docking 
cavity for connecting a electronic device with power/charging circuitry (see figures 2-3, 
paragraphs [0033]-[0035]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the above teaching of Dimenstein to 
Enners, in order to save the battery life of the MP3 player (as suggested by Dimenstein 
at paragraph [0035]). 

As to claims 10, 23, since the coupling means in Dimenstein comprising electrical 
connection as disclosed at paragraph [0034], it reads on a fire-wire coupling as claimed. 

10. Claims 1 1 , 15, 24, 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Enners. 

As to claims 1 1 , 24, Enners fails to disclose an amplifier coupled with the 
speaker for outputting the amplified audio signal through the speaker as claimed. The 
examiner, however, takes Official Notice that using an amplifier to amplify an audio 
signal is known in the art for the purpose of improving the quality of audio signals at the 
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speaker. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to use the conventional audio amplifier in Enners, in order to 
improve the quality of audio signals at the speaker. 

As to claims 15, 30, Enners fails to disclose that the MP3 player comprises an 
iPOD MP3 player as claimed. The examiner, however, takes Official Notice that such 
an iPOD MP3 player is known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the conventional iPOD MP3 
player in Enners, because the iPOD MP3 player has advantages such as more memory 
capacity. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 1 2-1 3, 25-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claims 12, 25, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious that 
the modular docking unit comprises a frequency indicator on the main body portion as 
specified in the claim. 

As to claims 13, 26, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious that 
the modular docking unit comprises a frequency tuning control on the main body portion 
as specified in the claim. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Marlow (US 2004/0151327); Smith (US 2005/0170744) and Grady (6,591,085) 
disclose MP3 players with audio systems. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T. Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7901 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571)272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nguyen Vo 
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